Actat. on.]                     Colley Cibder.                            389
the greatest of all virtues; because, unless a man has that virtue, he has no security for preserving any other.'
Ho observed, that 'the statutes against bribery were intended to prevent upstarts with money from ^ettin^' into Parliament ';' adding, that 'if he were a gentleman of landed property, he would turn out all his tenants who clid not vote for the: candidate whom he supported'.' LANOTON. 'Would not that, Sir, he checking the freedom of election?' JoilN-SON", 'Sir, the law does not mean that the privilege of voting should be independent of old family interest; of the permanent property of the country.'
On Thursday, April (">, I dined with him at Mr. Thomas Davies's, with Mr. llicky*, the painter, and my old acquaintance Mr. Moody, the player.
Dr. Johnson, as usual, spoke contemptuously of C'olley Gibber, 4 It \-\ wonderful that a man, who for forty years had lived with the p,reat and the witty, should have acquired so ill the talents of conversation: and he had but half to furnish ; fur one half of what he said was oaths4.' lie, however, allowed considerable merit; to some of his comedies, and slid there was no reason to believe that the
1 Ilorarr YValptilr says of Hrrkfurd'.s Hribrry Hill of r/M: '(Jrrn-villc, to flattrr the rtiuniiy ge-ntlrtnrn, who can ill allord to coin-bat with Kirat Ion Is, nabobs, cnmfiiissanrs, and West Indians, dr~ rlaimrd in favour of thr hit!.' .lA-wo/'/.v <>/ the R?iytn <>f (Av^v ///, Hi. 15*),
8 Srr tttt/t', ii, u;J!, whrrr he stiti nutcb ihr uamr. Another day, luw-rvvr, he- agrrrd that a landloi'd ought t«> i-jivr Irasrs to his tcnantu, and not 'wish to krcp lluMn in a wrt-tfiu-d dt'iiriulaiu'c on IUH will. " It is a wan'H duly," hr natd, " tn c-xtt-nd t-iunfurt and .srrurity nmon^ as many prciplr an hr can. lit* should not wish to huvr his truants mm* /'/i//*wm«' inrrt4 brings cif ajj h«»ur."' lUwwcll'M JMritfcx, Oet.
* 'Tluunus Hirkry is nnwhrst ivnu'inhrrcd by a rhanirtrristic por-trutL tif his frirwl T«»ui U.ivirs, cngravril with Iltt'kc'y'H ntunr in it.' P. CUN'N'IN'tiUAM.
4 H«H' ante, ii, t»*fi. In thr I, iff t*f /*f»/«H ( irnrkt, viii. 3021, Johnson nays that 'ihr .shafts nf naiirr wrrr ilirrrtrtl in vain agaiiifit C'ibbrr. hi-in^ rrprllrtl by hi:» iinprnriralilr imjiudtMU'c.' Pnpc* speaks of t'ib-bcr'g ' imjK'iu-trubiUty,' Klwin's /'»«/i>, ix, ajt.
(ns mots were retailed in such plenty that they, like a surfeit, could not lie upon my memory.'   In one of the stories told by Murphy, Johnson is made to say,'Damn the rascal.'   Murphy would as soon have made the Archbishop of Canterbury swear as Johnson; much sooner the Archbishop of York.    It was Murphy ' who paid him the highest compliment that ever was paid to a layman, by asking his pardon for repeat-inviting Its merits are for the stage; and it is certainly one of the best acting
